WITH THE 


INCUMBRANCES 


THEREON, 


Laid Open. 


— "IP | . | | 


A Barbadees Pra $763 BR. 


LONDON 


Printed for 7. Peele, at Lockt's Head in Amens 
5 ner, 1734. Erice 64.) 


” 
* 
& + 
wa c — 
n 
2 


aw. 
1 2 * 
.* 
% 
* 
E * 
* 


ob oc Ps. 


— 


_ To His ads gh 


The Rt. Hon. SGROOP 
Lord Viſcount AO VE, 
Baron of CLEONELLY, | 


His Majeſty? 8 Captain - . 
and Governor in Chief, in and 
over the Iſlands of Barbadoes, "= 
St. Lucia, Dominico, St. Vin. 1 
cent's, and Tobago, &c. and 
Vice-Admural of the ſame, &c. 


May it pleaſe Your Excellency, 


12 Excellency has ſhewn for 
the Preſervation of this 
Colony, encourages me 
to lay before You this 
ſmall Treatiſe upon a 
Trade, on which this Iſland entirely 


depends; and which, I am ſenſible, is 
A 2 oſten 


The DEDICATION. + 
often uppermoſt in Your Lordſhip's 
Mind, not- only from Your thorough ft 
Acquaintance therewith, whilſt a Mem- [ 
ber of the Britiſb Parliament, but alſo 0 


from Your known Inclmations to do a 
Good. ). F | A E744 a0-S 


T's Senſe the Britiſh "Legiſlature a 
now have of the Circumſtances of this t 
Trade, and the great Experience and u 
unweaned Erideavours of the Auditor n 
| General, together with Your Lordſhip's a 

good Offices in our Behalf, have al- 
ready produced us a Law, that will 
ſoon let us partake of the Bleſſings of 
our Mother Country. 


THz Readineſs that was ſhewn, to 
give this Relict, as ſoon'as proper Ap- 
plications were made, induces me to J 
conclude, / that when the whole State | | 
of the Sugar Trade is fairly laid oper BB 
and made known to that wile Legiſla- 
ture, we ſhall ſoon be put upon an 
equal Footing with Foreign Sugar 
Nla nter. 0 bel 


4 — 


19316 a SHOULD 


The DE DCA 


* Fo 3 nb offer My 
Lord, upon this Subject, be any ways 
conducive to that End, it will fully 
anſwer my Intentions. . 1 5 

Your Linens 8 Intereſt at Home, 
and the tender Regard Vou have for 
the Welfare of the People here, will 
undoubtedly greatly contribute towards 
making this a flouriſhing Colony, by 


a beneficial Ore: of the Sugar 


Commerce. 


AND Iam full perſuaded, that the 
Share your Excellency will have in 
bringing about ſo wiſh'd for a Turn, 
will be remember'd with the utmoſt 
Gratitude by all his Majeſty's good Sub- 
jects, and particularly by the poor In- 
e of this Iſland. 


As to my Part, I heartily wiſh Wine 
Excellency may live long after the Ac- 
compliſhment of ſo good a Work, and 
have the Pleaſure to ſee what the Bri- 
tif Sugar Planters can do, when they 
are 
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The\ DEDICATION. 
are allowed to ſtart fair, and are once 


put upon a Level with their oy 
Neighbour. 1 am, 1 


Moy it bie Your , 


Pour Excellency 5 


2 . 


Mot Devoted 


= Humble Servant, jr 
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PREFACE. 


HE following Piece is intended to 
ſhew the Incumbrances and Charges 
that remain on the Sugar Trade, ſince 
RIS ihe paſſing of the late Act, for the 
better Securing and Encouraging the Trade of his 
Majeſty's Sugar Colonies in America; and alſo to 
_— the Advantages we may reap by that 
At, with thoſe which we yet ſtand in need of; 
and thereby manifeſt the Neceſſity there is for 
me further Relief. 

The firſt and moſt material Point aim d at, 
is, that of a direct Exportation of our Sugars 
from the Plantations to foreign Ports: This 
Advantage the French have had over us theſe 
Seven Tears, which has improved their Trade 
and Plantations to a great Degree, whilſt we 
are viſibly declining for want of a more ex- 
tenſiue Vent of our Produce. The Reaſons for 
this are herein plainly ſet forth; and it is here 
alſo demonſtrated, that the French Planter 
gains over" and above the Engliſh Planter at 
Foreign Markets, from 20 to 50 per Cent. on 
his prime Coſt, by this very ſingle Article; which 
vaſt Difference muſt, in a ſhort Time, leave 
them Maſters of the Sugar Trade, without ſome 
lege Regulation. Ed 

he next Point is, that of the Duty of, 3 s. 
6d. per C. pon Importation into Great Bri- 
| tain ; 
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tain ; which, 3 Coarſe Sugar, is now become 
a moſt heavy Duty ; ſince the wha of a direct 
Exportation, together _— the great Quanti- 
ties imported, have bro Frice down to 
much leſs than it can be made far, 
duit hout regarding the on the Value of 
the Planters 3 4 and St books ſo that that 
Steck, and the Quantity of Sugar made, rage. 
ther «with the Britiſh Navigation and Power, 
muſt dwindle and abate, before à Living Price 
1 7 had, under ſuch Circumſtances. _ 

d be thought proper to take off any 
Pe of theſe hig b Duties, an Equivalent ts 
here propoſed. 

' A Compariſon is alſo made between theſe 
high Charges, and the Duty of four and half 
per Cent. paid in Barbadoes and the Leewary 
Iſlands, tho not in Jamaica. 

_ Then the Conſumption of Rum by the Inha- 
bitants of Great Britain and Ireland, is briefly 
recommended. 

And, in the. Concluſion, a Method of Ne- 
dreſs, as to the direct Exportation of Sugar, 
ig pointed out. 

$ ome of the Gentlemen Fattars and Officers 
| 7 the Cuſtoms, and others, may, perhaps, at 

ſt View, apprehend ſome Diſadvantages from 
what is here offerd : But it is ſubmitted 
Zo all Well-wiſhers to their Country, whether 
the two Pots herein aimd at, may not be 
greatly advantageous to his Majeſty's Subjects 
in general, and not in the leaſt prejudicial in 
any We whatſoever. 


THE 


CS 
of 


THE 


Sugar Trade, 
INCUMBRANCES 
THEREON, 


Laid Open. 


s the Sugar Commerce is now 
RY juſtly looked upon to be one 
of the molt beneficial Branches 
of Trade that belongs to Great 
Britain, I think I can do no 
leſs at this Juncture to ſerve 
my Country, than to lay open 
the remaining Incumbrances on that Trade in 

as plain a Manner as 1 am able; and to hint 


at ſome Methods for a further Relief. 
The 
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The late At of unn, for Fm beitde 
Securing and -Encouraging the Trade of his 
Majeſty's Sugar Colonics in America, will, in 
due Time, be of great Service to the Sugar 
Trade; more eſpecially as it will make it eaſier 
to obtain the Liberty of going directly to fo- 
reign Markets with gur Sugar: And the Prohibi- 
tion of foreign Preduce to Ireland, with the 
high Duties thereon when imported to our 
Plantatigns, will render ſuch a Liberty much 
mop beneficial than it could have been, had 
not that Act paſſed, in as much as it lays ſo 
conſiderable a Reſtraint upon the Vent of fo- 
reign Produce, oy way of our own Planta- 
tions. 

The Kingdom of Treland, and the Northern 
Provinces our Siſters, can now be no longer 
our Adverfaries, ſince it will be their Intereſt 


to ſee the Britiſh Sugar Plantations flouriſh 


by an extenſive Vent of their Produce, as it 
will occaſion them to have ſo much the larger 
Demands for the Products of thole Northern 
„ 

The Supplying the Kingdom of Ireland 
with our Produce, (altho' at a round-about 
Rate as. to Sugar) will cccalion-a much greater 


Vent than we had before; and the Duties 
upon foreign Produce imported into our Plan- 


tations, will, no doubt, give us the Advantage 
over Foreigners, as to Supply ing thoſe Britiſb 
Pominions, notwithſtanding the Dutics of 
18 4. per C. and the four and half per Cent. 
paid by us upon Exportation: But as to the 
Supply ing of foreign Markets, that muſt ſtill be 
9 given 


4 e 
given up to the French, if we remain undet 
the Reſtriction of unloading - our Sugars in 
Great Britain, whilſt they have the Liberty of 
ſending theirs directly to foreign Markets, with- 
out either unloading, or ſo much as touching 
at any Port in France. 

The Bounty of 6 s. per. C. on refined Sugar, 
and 9 d. per C. additional Drawback, will by 
no means countervail that Advantage: For be- 
fore ſuch Hundred Weight of refined Sugar is 
ſhip'd, there is above 6 s. per C. paid on the 
raw Sugar from which it is made, beſides other 
Charges: However That, no doubt, will in 
ſome Meaſure encourage an Exportation, at 
leaſt, of the beſt Sorts of refined Sugar. In- 
deed the 9 d. per C. may be a Saving to the 
Planter from 3 to 9 per Cent. upon the Value 
of his Sugar in the Plantations, or the Net 
Proteeds in Great Britain, when Sugars ſell 
from 40 s. down to 20 5. per C. in London: 
But by a direct Exportation, the Planter may 
ſave from 23 to 52 per Cent. upon Sugar worth 
thoſe Prices in London; a prodigious Advantage 
that the French have had over us for theſe laſt 
Seven Years ! | 
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The Manner how, and the Particulars where- 
in, are, I think, evidently demonſtrated by the 


| eee Table: 
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1A TABLE, ſhewing the principal Charges upon the Brizih Su R TRADE, 
and the Advantages that may be gained or ſaved by the Liberty of a Direct 
| Exportation of Sugar from the Plantations in America to Foreign Markets: 
| And alſo ſhewing what the Sugar-Planters gain by the late Additional 
Draw-back of 9 4. per C. on the Exportation of Sugar from Great Britain. 


5 | 205. per C. in London, 30 5. per C. in Londen, 405. per C. in London, 
A. 1 or, or, or, 
11 5. per C. in Barbadoes. || 215. per C. in Barbadoes. || 33 5. per C. in Barbadoes. 
The ſeveral Charges upon the || Sterling Berbadber] Charges uponſ] Sterlin | Barbadees | Charges upon "$0150 | Barbadors| Charges upon 
h g Sterling 
1 Sugar Trade. _ — 5 fer C. nf in Boy 2 ber C. — a Bo 2 
4. F J. b.. d 7 
; r TT 
I. Fort Charges In and Out | O 11 1 2F|zx oo 0 11 1 21 5 13 3 011 1 21 13 4 
2. Commiſſion and Brokerage In and Out 0 1 4 12 O00 1 6 2 0 9 10 6 3 2 71 8 0 o 
. : 
3. Waſtage and Pilferage oe 210 232 oojlo glo 41 n 6 o 410 5 68 
4. Riſque and Inſurance © 30 
„ r 40 $2: ed 
„„ a | 
; : 40 00 4 05 425 86 [4 9g | 6 33/19 o 0 
6. More Freight to diſtant Ports 1 1 4% O1 % 4 6 % 44 % 
C. | | ; | 
0 oo 6 eie gl 7 74/2; pa 
7. Old Subſidy r 8 9 10 6 x 61-2: 86 own 
8. New Subſidy 16 2 o|18 oo i 62 9 106 [1 62 of 6 oo 
9. One Third Subſidy qa: 60 86 oo fla 6 [o 33 36 lo 6 o a2 0 
we of — e 2 O \| 
3 614 8142 0 g 614 22 46 ||3 6 4 8 [14 O0 
41 per Cent. in Barbadoes and the | 
10. Leeward Iflands (but not in II o 43] 0 6 | + 100 || o 8x] o 11] 4 10 © | 1 141 6 | 4 10 © 
Jamaica) 3 | 8 
— | | per Cent. | per Cent. | | ; per Cen W 
New Additional Draw-back . 0.7.4 25 3-20-18 | $4 | 3 00 


22 


The EXPLANATION of the above TABLE. 


Columns. 
a. The ſeveral Articles of Charge and Loſs upon the Sugar Trade. 


b. The Charge of every 100 1b. Weight of Sugar, Sterling Money, upon the ſeveral Articles 
| . of Charge in Column (a.) | | 

c. The Charge of every 100 Ib. Weight of Sugar in Barbadoes Money, upon the ſeveral Ar- 
=» ticles of Charge in Column (a.) without regarding the Frackions. 2: 
d. The Proportions of Loſs upon every 100 J. firſt Coſt or Value in Barbadoes upon the 


ſeveral Articles in Column (a.) 


Lines. 1 
A. The Value of Sugar in London and in Barbadoes, after deducting Freight Home, Duty, 
hs and Port Charges. | -j 
B. The Coſt or Difference upon carrying Sugars, firſt to Great Britain, before they are 
carried to Holland, or any other near Ports to Great Britain, allowing 1 5. Sterling 
; per C. Freight. | | 
C. The Coſt or Difference upon carrying Sugars, firſt to-G#eat Britain, before they are 


carried to the Szreights, or to any other diſtant Ports from Great Britain, allowing 
2 5. per C. Sterling for Freight. "2 


NM. B. Every Charge in Column (d.) is calculated upon the Coſt or Value in Barbadoei . * 
| becauſe the Planter is affected, in Proportion to his Firſt Value or Net Pro- 
ceeds, and not in Proportion to the Sale or Croſs Amount. 


- \ 
1. 
D — 


(s) 
It appears by the foregoing Table; that there 
is ſaved to the Planter, or at leaſt gained by 
the Exporter, by' the additional Drawback of 


9 d. per C. 9 per Cent. (but upon ſuch Sugar 


only as is exported, which of late Vears has 


been but a ſmall Quantity) when Sugar ſells at 
20 f. per C. in London, which would be 2 


conſiderable Advantage were that a living Price, 
which in Truth it is not: But by a direct Ex- 
portation to any diſtant Ports from Great Bri- 
tain, there may be ſaved to the Planter 52 per 
Cent. on the firſt Coſt, when Sugar ſells at that 
Price, and 23 per Cent. when Sugar ſells at 


40 f. per C. in London, and ſo in proportion 


at 30 5. per C. or any other Price. And when 
Sugars are exported to Ports nearer to Great 
Britain, there may be ſaved from 19 to 40. 
upon every 100 J. Coſt or Value in the Plan- 
tations. 

5 I ſhall 


(6) 
I ſhall, in the next place, ſhew how. it will 
ſtand with the Planter or Producer of Sugar, in 
"Caſe the Liberty of a direct Exportation is 
granted, and that 2 f. per C. upon Importation 
into Great Britain, ſhould be taken off. 
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A TABLE, ſhewing the Charges, and what, may be ſay'd upon the ſeveral Articles mentioned in the foregoing 


TABLE, in Caſe a Liberty be granted to carry SUGAR from the Brztiſh Plantations to Foreign Ports; and that 
2 c. per C. Duty be taken off upon Importation into Great Britain; with Reference to the aforeſaid TABLE. 


— 


| 


| 


e 20 5. per C. in London, 30 5. per C. in London, 40 5. per C. in London, 
| or, or, or, | 
I1 5. per C. in Barbadbes. 21 f. per C. in Barbadoes. | 33 5. per C. in Barbadoes. 
2 | . Barbadoes Charges upon . {+} Barbadoes Charges u Barbadoes Charges upon 
: . Sterling Pon] Sterling pon Sterling ay 
As to a direct Erponstion. r | Maney | 1091! in || 9,508 | Mongy e, e Money | woof ln 
| ” oo / 6. 4. J. DEA 5. 4. s. d. 4 4. | 8 r J. s g. 
1. Port-Charges In and Out | 
2. Commiſſion and Brokerage In and oy | | 
3. Waſtage and Pilferage - - - 4 | 
4. Riſque and Inſurance < < +< - | | 
5. Freight to the Near Portes 
6. MoreF reight | to the Streights - -- 
Duty of 4 1 per C. in Barbadves | i | 
10. and the Leeward * ez o 41 6410 [o 83 0 11 [410 0 [EI 142 6] 4 10 © 
not in Jamaica) | f | | 
As to the Home Conſumption in | 
Great Britain. & > 1 © ad 4. - s. 4 EY WD + s, 6 41 
7. Old Subſidy, or New Subſidy - - I 2 ofi8 o offi: 62 9% bj r & SOT ESE 
8. The other Subſidy - - - - - | 
9. One Third Subſidy - - .- - | 3 
o. Duty of 41 per Cen. o 4 0 6410 o o 8: o 16} 410 o f 10 © 
| 1 101 2 6 22 10 © 2 2534] 2 13 114 o 6 | 27 6 110 10 o 
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Here it appears, that the Duties upon a di- 
rect Exportation would be no more than four 
and half per Cent. which is a Saving to the 
Producer upon every 100 4. according to the 
above- mention d Prices) from 23 J. to 52 /. 

And as to what is conſumed in Great Bri- 
tain, the Charge will be from 10 J. 105. to 
224. 10s. upon every 100 J. firſt Value, to 
the Producer; which, however, is leſs than 
what is now paid by 8 J. to 24 J. upon every 
100 J. according to the aboye-mention'd Pri- 
ces: And I am inform'd, that the French pay 
but 6 per Cent. upon the Groſs Value upon Im- 
portation, for what they conſume, and the 


Dutch but 3 per Cent. upon all Sugars con- 


ſumed in Holland. 

And now having mention d and explain' d 
the ſeveral Charges and Incumbrances upon 
the Sugar Trade, with their reſpective Propor- 
tions, — ſet forth the Advantages which we 
may gain by the late Act of Parliament, I 


ſhall proceed to treat upon the following 


Points, VS. 


1ſt. The direct Exportation of Sugar from 


his Majcſty's Sugar Plantations in America 
to all foreign Markets. 
adly, The Lowering the Duties paid upon 
Impor tation of Sugar into Great Britain. 
To which 1 ſhall add a few Words upon 
the Duty of four and half per Cent. and the 


Conſumption of Rum in Great Britain and 


Ireland; and fo conclude. 
Ihe great Benefits and Advantages of a direct 


Exportation, the French, we know; have had 


Over 


over us, ever ſince the Vear 1726, I think 
ſhould, in all this Time, have ſhewn us the 


Way: But we have not hitherto been ſo happy 
as to follow this Example of theirs, which en- 
ables them to underſell us at all foreign Mar- 
kets, and is enough to beat out any Competitor 
in Trade: And this, in my Opinion, is one 
of the principal Cauſes why ſo many of our 
Planters are inſenſibly run behind-hand and im- 
poveriſhed 5 and ſurely they cannot long ſub- 
fiſt with all their Induſtry, unleſs they can be 
caſed from ſome of the before-mention'd Ten 
Articles of- Charge. 

Sugar at 205. 15 er C. in London, after paying 
Freight Duty and Port Charges, will -not make 
the Planter above 11 s. per C. Barbadoes Mo- 
ney, which is not above 9 4. for a Shilling, in 
proportion to what that Sugar coſts the Planter 
before it is ſhipt in the Plantations, without 
reckoning any Intereſt on the Value of his 
Land; as plainly appears by a Letter wrote in 
this IQand, and printed in London laſt Year, 
under the Title of, Propoſals offer d for the 


Sugar Planters Redreſs, and for Reviving the 


Britiſh Sugar Commerce. So that if the addi- 
tional Drawback and Bounty ſhall advance the 

Sugar Trade a penny upon that 9 d. which is 
above 11 per Cent. yet the Engliſhman will 
then get but 10 4. for his Shilling, whilſt the 
Frenchman (who has ſtill 5 er Cent. Advan- 
tage over the Exgliſbman by the direct Expor- 
tation) will get 14 d. for his Shilling, admit- 
ting the Frenchmar's Sugar to coſt the ſame 


2 in the 1 as the Enzliſhman's, 


and 


r — — — 
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(9) 
and that they ſell alike at foreign Markets. 
Thus, whilſt one is a Gainer of above 16 per 
Cent. upon the firſt Coſt of his Produce, the 
other wants 20 per Cent. upon his Produce to 
make up his prime Coſt. n 

If it ſhould be alledged, that Great Britain, 
Ireland, and our Plantations will take off all 
the Sugars the Engliſb Plantations can make, 
and at a Price that ſhall bear a moderate Pro- 
fit; till, I ſay, with this ſingle Article of a di- 
rect Exportation, they will ſoon be able to 
ſupply all thoſe Britiſb Dominions, and have to 
ſpare for foreign Markets, to the Value of ſome 
hundred thouſand Pounds Sterling per Ann. 
which will all center in Great Britain for the 
purchaſe of its Produce and Manufacture, or 
remain there to the Benefit of the national 
Stock ; whereas otherwiſe the French Nation 
muſt have the Sugar Trade in their own Hands, 
and oblige us, in the End, to buy all our Su- 
gars of them, with Caſh, as we formerly uſed 
to do of the Portugueſe; which will drain the 
Britiſh Nation of an immenſe Sum of Money, 
to the great Benefit of a powerful Neighbour. 

For as they not only ſupply their own po- 
pulous Kingdom of France, and all its Depen- 
dencies, but alſo Spain, Italy, Turkey, Flan- 
ders, Germany, and even Holland, with Sugar, 
ſuch a prodigious Vent muſt in Conſequence 
daily enlarge their Plantations, and their Navy; 
and render them more formidable in this part 
of the World, as well as in Europe. 

But ſurely the Engliſh would ſoon get the 


better of theſe their encroaching Rivals, _ 
X ey 
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they but once put upon an equal Footing with 
them; ſince they have ſtood it ſo long under 
ſo many Diſadvantages. 

For if any one Man can afford to ſell his 
Goods at foreign Markets, after paying 30, 40, 
or 30 per Cent. more than another, what could 
not that Man do, were he caſed entirely from 
that Charge? Would not ſuch an extraordinary, 
or I may fay, reafonable Encouragement in 
Yome Years near double the Acres of Canc- Land 
of Britiſh American Soil, and conſequently al- 
moſt double the Exports of Britiſp Produce 
and ManufaQture, take off an equal Propor- 
tion of Iriſb Produce more than they now do, 
and be in like Manner beneficial to all the Nor- 
thern Provinces ? Would not all this greatly 
increaſe the Br:tzſh Shipping and Navigation, 
nurſe up and maintain more Seamen, improve 
the Revenue to a much greater Degree, and 
bring into and lodge an immenſe Treaſure in 
Great Britain? Surely no one can deny it. 
"To explain all this, I will ſuppoſe there is 
now, one Year with another, 7 5,000 Hogſheads 
of Sugar, containing 10 C. each imported into 
Great Britain, Ireland, and the Northern Co- 
lonies, from the following places, viz. 


Muſ- 


(rr) 
Hogſbeads. 
Muſcovado from Jamaica, of their 
dn Produce, - - 
Muſcovado from the Leeward Wands.) 
of their own Produce, — er 
Muſcovado and r from *. 
badoes, . = 


"$20,000 


1 8,000 


$5,000 
Both Sorts from the French and 

Dutch, by way of Jamaica 9 10,000 
the Leeward Iſlands, — — 


7 5,000 


———ͤ— — 


This amounts to 7 5,000 Hogſheads; of which 
I will ſuppoſe 50,000 to be conſumed. in Great 
Britain, 10,000 in Ireland, 5,000 in the Nor- 
thern Colonies, 5,000 (raw and refined) to be 
exported from Great Britain to. foreign Mar- 
kets, and 5,000 to lye on our Hands. 

If that 5,000 Hogſheads cannot be exported 
for the many Reaſons before-mention'd, then 
there will be 10,000 lye on hand, unleſs fold 
at a Price ruinous to the Planter, 

But if the foreign Importation ſtops, by 
means of this new Act, then no more than 
$,000 will lye on hand; which, however, is 
enough to ſpoil any Market. 

A direct Exportation may forthwith carry 
off theſe Surplus 5,000 Hogſheads, and perhaps 
as many more another Way, and ſo leave the 
Producer and Conſumer to do the beſt they can, 

C2 together 
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(12) 
together with the Help of the Merchants, Fac- 
tors, Refiners, and Grocers, as middle Men be- 
tween them; and Sugar may then riſe a little, 
which Will encourage our Planters to cultivate 
more Land, and purchaſe more Stock, until 
they render themſelves capable of making the 
undermention' d Quantities, or more, vig. 


Hag ſbeads. 
Fasaica (Muſcovado and Clay d) 60,000 
LeewardIflands(MnſcovadoandClay'd),0,000 

- Barbadoes (Muſcovado and Clay'd) 25,000 
I 25,000 


OM „„ 


This is near Double what they make now ; 
and if no more than 60,000 Hogſheads ſhall 
then be conſumed in Great Britain and Ireland, 
and-5,000 in the Northern Colonies, the other 
60,000'may be fold at foreign Markets, and the 
Préduce thereof would come to Great Britain, 
and would amount to 900,000 /. per Ann. at 
15 J. per Hogſbead Groſs, one with * or 
3055 per Hundred Weight in Eur 

Now, ſhould it be objected, t 1 a direct 
Exportation forthwith might leave the Britiſh 
Markets too bare, and that the beſt Way would 
be to breath a little, and + ſee the Effect of this 
new Law); I would anſwer, that it may then be 
too late, and that the higher the Price, the 
ſooner our Plantarions would increaſe : But if 
it mould be alledged, that Sugar might riſe to 
an extravagant Heighth : To that 1 reply, that it 


may 
* 


_ 
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may be had from the foreign Colonies, upon 
paying 5 5. Sterling per C. Duty in our Planta- 
tions, and then you may carry it where you 
will, without paying the four and half per Cent. 
Duty, or the 18 4. per C. enumerated Duty; lo 
that there is no Fear of any ſuch extravagant 
Rates. 

In the mean time, while we are thus Breath- 
ing, the French may be improving, ſo as to 
ſupply all Europe, except Great Britain and 
Ireland ; and what few Sugars will be then 
made by the Dutch, Portugueſe, and Spani- 
ards, and our Sugar Colonies muſt, in the 
End, as long as they laſt, be confined to our 
own Dominions. 

It is to be obſerved, our Sugar Commence 
may be thus advanced without draining Great 
Britain of more Hands than ſhe can ſpare, 
ſince the Labour in the Sugar Colonies is 
chiefly carryd on by Negroes from Africa, 
(bought with Britiſb Produce and Manufactures, 
and Certificate Goods) and carricd thither by 
our own Shipping. 

For what Reaſon therefore ſhould the French 
be permitted thus to run away with this Trade 
from us, who might ſtill get the Advantage 
over them, by means of our low Freight and 
otherwiſe, notwithſtanding their low Duties and 
rich Fertile Soil. 

As Great Britain is an Iſland, and by Na- 
ture ſo well fitted for Navigation, why ſhould 
we tamely and indolently loſe a Branch of 
Trade that may . employ ſo many hundreds of 
Shipping, and ſo many Thouſands of Scamen ? 
And 
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And why mould not the Engliſhman, for God's 


Sake, have as near and as 40 a Way to carry 


his Produce to forcign Markets as the French- 
man; ſince he can, "if permitted, carry them 
much cheaper, and receive ſo much Benefit by 
fach a Permiſſion ? 

Beſides, there is not the leaſt Appearance of 


any one's being a Suffercr thereby, ſaving a 
few Gentlemen Factors, Officers of the Cu- 


ſtoms, and Brokers, c. who after all will be 


no Loſers in the End: And even in this Caſe 
Great Britam muſt have Sugar for her Home- 


Conſumption, and for Ireland, which may 


amount to 60 or 70 thouſand Hogſheads a 


Year, or more, which muſt all go thro' their 


Hands, and pay Freight Home, and Duties; ſo 
that their Loſs will be only the Charges on the 


Re-Exportation ; and when there is little or no 
Re-Exportation, (which muſt ſoon be the Caſe, 


_ if we continue under our preſent Circumſtan- 


ces) there will be little or no Loſs. 

' Wharfage and Pilferage, Riſque and Inſurance, 
are dead Loſſes upon this Trade, and the ſe- 
cond Freight the ſame, when it runs ſo high 


on our Part, and is altogether ſaved by our 


rival Neighbours; And the Loſs of Time and 


the firſt Market is often ruinous to many Voy- 
ages, and generally gives a conſiderable Advan- 


tage to thoſe who. are ſo happy as to get firſt to 


Market. 


If any of our Planters ſhould become Ad- 


venturers, and ſend part of their Sugar to Ca- 
diz, TLegborn, Genoa, Naples, or any other 
Port, they muſt order their Returns to Great 


Bri F414 ain, 
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Britain, and probably into their Factors Hands; 


whereby they, as well as the Officers of the 


Cuſtoms, Brokers, &c. would gain as much as 
they could poſſibly loſe by ſuch a direct Ex- 
portation : And the like may be ſaid as to the 
Merchant-Adventurer, who would thereby have 
a Choice of Markets, and the Benefit of a 
double Voyage, without being obliged to come 
Home with his Returns to a glutted and re- 
ſtrained Market. 

The French were under the ſame Reſtraints 
as we now are, until the Year 1726; when 
diſcovering the many Advantages of an exten- 
ſive Vent of their Plantation Products, they ſoon 
obtain'd this Permiſſion. | 

The Refiners at Home would be great Gain- 
ers by ſuch a direct Exportation, as their coarſe 
refined Sugar would then go off in Great Bri- 
tain and Ireland, inſtead of ſuch Clay'd Su- 
gars, as may be ſent directly to thoſe foreign 
Ports; and thereby increaſe, rather than dimi- 
niſh the Refining of Sugar, which will add to 
the Quantity of Mellaſſes Spirits, to the Benefit 
of the Exciſe-Revenue. More Mulcovado Su- 
gar will of courſe be imported into Great Bri- 
tain, which will till be a further Addition to 
the Sugar Manufactury, and employ more Ships 
and Scamen in this Reſpect alſo; and increaſe 
the Revenue, by adding to the Duty upon Im- 
portation, and leſſening the Bounty granted upon 
Exportation. | 

We ſhall thereby become the Carriers of 
Goods from the Mediterranean to the Northern 
Ports of Europe, as our Sugar Ships will han 
e 
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be able to afford to carry as cheap as the Dutch, 
Who will otherwiſe have the greateſt Share of 
that Branch of Trade, eſpecially ſince they are 
now at Peace with the A/perznes. 
It is objected, that Refineries may be ſet up 
in Italy, and in the Plantations, and that there is 
exported every Year to Spain, and other Ports 
in the Mediterranean, Refin d Sugar to the Va- 
lue of twenty to thirty Thouſand Pounds Ster- 
ling, which increaſes the Balance of Trade ſo 
much in our Fayour. This laſt Part of the Ob- 
jection I do not deny; but till I inſiſt, that if 
we have ſuch a Liberty of Exportation grant- 
ed us, there will be more than ten Times as 
much gain'd upon the Balance of our Trade, 
which muſt otherwiſe center in Old France; 
as the French have Liberty to carry not only 
their Clay'd Sugar, but alſo their Refin'd, di- 
rectly from their Plantations to any Port to 
the Southward of Cape Finiſterre, at very caſy 
Duties; and then their beſt Clay'd Sugar will, 
no doubt, interfere with our worſt Refin'd, and 
they muſt certainly be great Gainers thereby. 
I it ſhould be thought worth while to ſet up 
Refineries in Italy or elle where in the Streights, 
it may as caſily be done with French Sugar di- 


rectly imported, as with Engliſh Produce ; and | 


every one knows, that Refined Sugar cannot be 
made with ſo much Advantage from Clay'd Su- 
gar, as from ſtrong grain'd Muſcovado : And as 
the Plantations, who have their Sugar at the 
firſt Hand, and clear of Duty, Freight, and all 
other Charges, but thoſe of making it, do not 


* it worth their while to Refine, but have 
their 


6-7 A EM * 1 


N 


. the 1 and 10th of 8 the 3d. Chap. 23. 


(17 


their Refin'd Sugar hs Great Britain: So it 


is to be preſumed, that thoſe Countries will not 
find it for their Advantage to Refine; more 
eſpecially as they put but à ſmall Value upon 


Spirits that may be made from the Offals; and 

that there is ſo conſiderable a Bounty now 
granted upon the Exportation of” Refin d Sugar 
from Great Britain. © 

But ſhould the Objection, as to Refining in 

the Plantations, płove n Refin d Sugar 
may be excepted. 
Thus much concerning, a diet Exporta- 
tion of Sugar, and the firſt ſix Articles of 
Charge, contain'd in the before-mention'd Ta- 
bles. I ſhall, in the next place, touch upon the 
:7th, 8th, add oth Articles of the ſaid Tables, 
which make up the Duty of 3 s. 6 d. per C. 
paid in Great Britain upon mportation ; but 5 
per Cent. thercout is uſually deducted upon 
J Payment. | 

Theſe Articles concern more immediately 
What Sugar is conſumed in Great Britain, as 
the whole Duty by the Act before-mention'd is 
now drawn back upon Re- Exportation, whereas 
before 9 4. per C. being one half of the Old 

Subſidy, was left behind. 

The 7th Article being 18 & per C. is Part of 
the Old Subſidy, given by the 12th of Car. 2. 
Chap. 4. for Guarding and Defending the Seas 
- againſt all Perſons intending, or that ſhall in- 
tend the Diſturbance of the Commons in the 


| Intercourſe of Trade, and Invading the Realm. 


The sth Article is alſo 18 4. per C. which by 


Was 


- 1 
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v given towards the New Subſidies, for the 
| Support of his. 0 s Houſhold, and of the 
Honour and Dignity of the Crown. 


The 9th 8 5 0 being 6 d. per C. is Part of 


the One Third. Subſidy; which is a Fund of Cre- 


dit, with others, for raiſing the Sum of 
25855761 J. 16 C. 2 4. for the Service of the 
Year 1706. and alſo Part of a General Fund for 
the Payment of 1,155,000 /. borrow'd for the 
Service of the Year 1707, and were part of the 
Fund for the i Kia for 99 Vears. 
ITheſe Duties amount, by the Table, to 42 


per Cent. to. the Planter, when Sugar i 15 worth 
in London 206. per C. and 14 per Cent. when 
it.is Worth 40 8. per C. there; and ſo in Pro- 


portion, according to the ſeveral Prices of that 
zommodity. 


55 theſe Adels 1 de now w totally — back 


portation, they do not ſo much affect the 

Ws as to what is Re-Exported, which is 
noi a very ſmall . ; But the other Char- 
es before treated of are enough to prevent any 
e at all; as they enhance the 
rice. of our Ser at foreign Markets to a 
great egrees as appears by the foregoing Ta- 
les; and when there is more Sugar imported 


5 fm: the Sugar Iſlands than is wanted in Great 


ritain and Treland, it will fill the Warehouſes, 
and glut. the Markets, and conſequently bring 
that Commodity down to a lower Price than it 
. can, be. made for, while thoſe Duties are paid, 
"and we are thus reſtrained : So that theſe high 
Sek 14 to 42 per Gent. lie the heavier up- 
on the lancer, for want of ſuch a Airect Ex- 


7 
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portation : As we ſee by Experience, that our 
home Markets, as to Sugars, are bur little af. 
_ fefted upon paying theſe high Duties, (which is 
quite different as to moſt other Commodities) 
nor can they riſe under ſuch Circumſtances, un- 
til leſs Sugar be made in the Plantations ; 
whereby the Britiſh Stock and Power, in this 
part of the World, muſt dwindle and fall away, 
to the great Prejudice of the Navigation and 


Trade, and conſequently of the Revenue and | 


Strength of Great Britain. 

If we could be ſo far commiſerated as to 
become Sharers of the great Benefits that ariſe 
from the Sinking Fund, by haying theſe Duties, 
or two of the hte Articles taken off, it 
would greatly encourage the Plantations: That, 
together with a direct Exportation, may make 
us once more Maſters of the Sugar Trade. 

The 10th and laſt Article of Charge -/ "nk 
tion'd in the Table, is that of the Duty of fou 
and half per Cent. paid only in Barbadoes: Ind 
the Leeward Iſlands, but not in Famaica. This 
is but an inconſiderable Charge, in Proportion 
to others mention'd in the firſt Table: And yet 
it is a heavy Burthen upon the Producers, con- 
ſidering the preſent Circumſtances of the Plan- 
tets, and the other Inhabitants ; as the Planters 
pay it all, and that too upon the Groſs Amount 
of what they make: So that when the Char- 
ges of making their Produce come to Half 
the Groſs Amount (which very often happens) 
they pay 9 per Cent. upon their yearly Profits: 
And when they pay half thoſe” yeatly Wc to 

D 2 their 


e 


their Creditors, or for Annuitics ſettled by their. 
Forefathers when they had better Times, then 
that Duty comes to 18 per Cent. Which is near 
45. in the Pound upon their yearly Income; 
and the other Charges before-mention'd upon 
— A Producer ,are to be conſider d accord. 
Z ee 
* owever, this Duty or Charge pays the Go- 


bg hm. and is ſubjected ton ooo J. Ster-. 


bing per Ae tothe kleir of the Earl of Car- 
be, the kern Proprietor. of this-I0land, or to 
his Aſſigus: It wu | 


pays the Surveyor-General 


| without fach e Ven rt. 
A obſerve further, That the Britiſb Parlia- 
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very much difconrage - the Conſumption of 
French Brandy, a Commodity that is as perni- 
cious in every Degree as Rum is beneficial: 
Such an Encouragement would put the Sugar 
Planters upon their Induſtry and Endeavours to 
make a Spirit that might be wholſomer and 
conſequently more acceptable. than thoſe fo- 
reign Spirits, for which we are annually at a 
great Expence of Bulhon. The Produce of 
Rum would remain in Great Britain, or would 
be returned to 'the Plantations, in Britiſh Pro- 
duce and Manufactures, and fave; ſo much Caſh 
from being ſent out of the Nation: And it is 
obſervable, that within theſe few Years this 
Iſland has improved in their Rum or Spirit to 
a very great Degree; and it is allow'd to be al- 
ready not only a wholeſome Liquor, and what 
mixes well with Britiſb Malt-Spirits; but a 
ſovereign Remedy in many Caſes. 
I ſhall now conclude with an Obſervation 
of Sir Francis Bacon's, in treating upon Plan- 
fations, he ſays, © Let there be Freedom from 
« Cuſtoms till the Plantations be of Strength; 
« and not only Freedom from Cuſtoms, but 
« Freedom to carry their Commodities where 
« they may make the beſt of them, except 
ce there be: ſome ſpecial Cauſe of Caution.” 
Every one knows our Sugar Plantations now 
want Strength, or at leaſt ſome Remedy ; and 
I know of no Caution needful in our Caſe, 
except that of purſuing the ſame Methods, as 
to the Sugar Trade, as are now uſed in reſpect 
| tO 


(22) 
to the'® Rabe Trade from the Province of Ca. 
rolina and the Fiſh Trade from New-England 
and And I ſtatter myſelf, from 
the Natute and Neceſſity ef the Thing, that ! 
may yet live t ſee Þ Syger an un- enumerated 


Commodity,” and no — inſerted in our 
Plantation Bonds. 1 85 


8-35 T1 BIKE I i. 


| 19 div betlarad ibe Rh Teas. 3 . . 5 


geft. 12. 3 C, II. ch. 28. | 
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